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AM tired ot men!" erled
Princods, Osrh, "and of
adltors, and of prifces
1 will ‘go to Zanda ‘and
rida " in' the' forest all
nlane,!*

"You wil} meet  men
oven:  (here,!" ~Eald  tha
king,

“ITow  do  ¥you  lcnow.
that; slret” ehé npaked
with o amlle, 5

AL 1eaat; 1 have found
It tmporslbls [la  aveld
mnctlng woman any-
whera,!'

“I o not thinlk Tt 1a
the!same thing,!" obsery-
ed Osrn, smillhg agaln,

The king eald no move;
hut; let” her go her own
wayi nnd (o Zenda sho
went, and: rode in the'
forost all alone, meeting

alli though perhopa she
thought a llttla of thosa
whem she had met and
(who oan 'tell?7) now and
then
ghould some dity meet.
Tar the mind loves 1o an-
terialn Itself with such
fdle musingd, ‘and they
are hardly conscloua il
a gudden: smlla or n beat
1o tha nbashed  thinker,

A the hunrt botrays them
s Just Ine this manner s flush had chanced. to riso
to " Osra's ‘chock one day as  sha rode 'in  a revere,
belng aliave ten miles from!the cnstle, and on he very
edge ot tho kingdom's frontier, which ekirts tho extrem-
ity of the forest on the wesk. And breaking her thoughte
off, half ashamed of them, she looked p and eaw a very
fine and powerful liorse 'tethered to n tres p fow. yards

awiy, saddled and bridled, ‘'hen she sald to herself with
a #lgh: “Alnslliere 18 a maN, as my brother sald,’’’ - And
eho!shook her hend very: sorrowfully. {

The next Instant ehe saw, as she hod fnrehoded. a
:mul approaching lier; mnd the mnatter was as bad as
I could be,’ for ho was young and handsomo finely dressed,
cirrying: « good sword by his side, and a 'hmx:n of plstols
smounted in silver-in his belt.  And he held a'feathered
BAt!n his hand, nnd, advancing with a deep bow, kenit
o ohaNcnen by the princess' horse, sayinb: 'Madam, lf
oy you wilthyou can do me i great scervice,!’ I
s M e In! my, power, slr,!! she nnswered—for alnce
l'n.ln Impalied’ her (o-meeC a man, 'she would not: ‘ghow
-Ihirn rudeness—"1 am atiyour) serviee.’

: <Y ol sce my, horsa) thare, madam? ! He: in. an dear ns
oy lUfe to me) and 1 fedr I'stall loge him Unless T have

£

- your;ald;” and he rose and stood looking at the princess,

L hy, what threatens him 2! she asked.,

LT i tall you, mndom, - Y. come from #across ihe
frontler:: from’ o’ gecluded +illage” nearly, ten miles| from
liere. Thera I lve ‘with my moether, 'whom I aupport.
Mhera:ls a rich fellow there, a'farmen, Otho' by name,
Wwho 4, saving youp presence, s:° piﬂg-uy boastrul fellow.
.Ami lie 18: to-dny betrothod.!

SeAnd do you nleoilove the lmly, elr? ‘asked Osra,

thlnklm: sho hod come at the catise of his trouble,
{WNot! I, madam. - But thly Otho’bozated and veunted |
86/ intolerably’ of ‘her Leauty and!of his own prowees and
attriction, that'last night T, led away by emulation (nay,
T am ashamed to eny thet I-bad.alse drunk e flask of
wine),. wagered with'him my horse agalnat a thousand
.crowtm——lhouxh tho horse. ls worth two thousand—that 1
'\\'ould bring with me to the feast n glrl hande=omer than
“nlgl Lotta. Apd naw. It fa 10 o'clock, ‘and /the feast isint
(4 0'clock, and X have no girl to show, ugly or handsome.
L Ahd T lose my horge, I muxt hang rn:ru-lr for I cannot
“HIve, without him.tt i
“You- c.mnat l.[vn wlihout ynur horpe"
.z-aurprlsm. i
JidtAtileast, madum,
*his loss would go near {o breaking my heart.!
(“*Butiis this LAottn #0 handsome that you crm find nona:-
A0 surpass her?!
Ehe 18, Indesd; wumer"ul'y hnndsomo. They call her
in the village tho most beautiful “girl /In the world." :
‘frhen, sir, it scems to me ‘that your wager - wis must
Jrashiand jmprovident.  For you are certaln to lose it

v Alnn! | yves," he answeed, in’ great 'distress, ‘I nm
cerlnln to loge; for thero are, Y think, only two lndles in.
{the world who could save me, and ane wauld nut i3
Sl iladles? Who are they 2!’

{tadam, gatd ke “hofore you came. in sight, 1 sat
{'desolate-and despalring on the: ground; and what I sald
o myself was: ‘If what men na)' 15 true, thero.is only,
one Indy who! could eave me. But how shall 1. poor
U ethristinn Mantz, come at the Princess Osra? And: would
she ko withime, 'and put on'a country glrl's dress, and
g0 to the feast with me? . tlas, It ‘s Umpossible!  And
thare s no other lady ‘In‘the world heaitltul ‘enoughl’”
Buth then —
otwell, sir, v.ImL then?! asked Osra. nlaylng with her
whip, and smothering n emile,

A lon, madam.” aald Christian, “I looked up and saw.
you, and I cried, 'A flg for the Princesa Oaral! For here
a5 lady more beantiful thap all they tell me of Princeszs
gara; 1 will' (hrow my#elt at her feet and pray her in
fpily to help me!f 't

BHIL Osra- hid ' her amlle,"and 80 busy was she \\'Ith
this task that slie’did not percelve’ that Christlan also
hid aismila;ibut she thought!that ha’ did not’ know her,
whereas ho hnd geen, her geyeral times, and had this day
tracked her In tha forest, knowlnl; that she was accus-
tomeadilo’ rida there: i

-“r{ut whero,!" ghe asked, '‘would tha lady who went
with yon get tho dress you speak of2

“YAUimy. mother's (.ole;e. .madam, where . my, mother
would walt on her! s
rAnd i when: eoull sha be hsck at thls spot T

JiEs sy dns the safternoon, madam,
part her't

CrttAnd why, Hl“' should she rescua you from the strnlts
‘%o avhich your folly has led you?”

YAlasl s madam,  forine. reason,
miracle, she could prove as kind ps shg I8 beauliful,!’

ayon have nomehtengue, sir, in) other malters than
“the making of wagers.!!  Ahd she looked at him, for she
‘wane very sorely lempled to do what lie prayed of her,
nnd she sald: ) “Haa tho Plinr_css Osrn ever ridden
_througH your village?!! r

A Never, madim.!!

Ishe mslmd In

“4iput someone thero nmy know her face, and then .

thoy willl think nolhing ‘of mine,*
i1t |s wnlikely thal any one there should' have seen
R plclure of horj for:they are aquiet folk, and do :mt {1

‘nbroad 7!
fResldes, In A pen.snut's dresa—'! hegan Osra, medita-

‘Hyely, | But she: dtopped, 'blushing’ and lalughina. And
Chrlatinn entight her hand opd Xlased It crylng: *'For
“heaven's sake, eone, madam!’ And he Wik, H0 earnest,

and hlg earnestness ke became fhig bronged! face  nnd
bright eyes, thit Osra could:not’ dony him; hlll. Ehe BWOre
him''to seerecy, nand Agreed ito ride’ with ‘\him; blaming

hergelt’ all the while very greantly, and hlaming yet more.

that fata ‘whieh would not allow her'ita ba gult nf the
troublegome race of men, even in tho recesses of tha
. forest of Zenda,

{Turnlng thelr horses, therefore, toward the frontler,
they: get . them.at o smart center, for thero wae lttla,
“time 'to  losa. if {hey wera to 'come itn the'feast by 1
o'clook; and Hhortly beforp noon, having alrnck o bypath
ﬂﬂ'ﬂugh the' (rees, they eama an ‘apmall cottage that
gtood npart and by lieelf, and a Wil roge from it
“1'On tha ollier #lde of the hill llea the villnge, madam,'!
paid’ Christian, jumplng from hisihores, HARAIthis 18 my
eotinge, Helin. thore, matheri’ 3

An' ald soman cpme: out,. peatly and icleanly clad,
[‘.hrlatlnn ran up to hep, spoke to hep briefly, and brought

her ta Osra, The wonthy dome, beywlidered iy the appear-

. Anoa nud’ stately ‘aiy of - the  prinoess dld nothing but
‘opurtesy. and murmup Incoherent: thanks; but. Osro, now
ceanght by the exellement of the euterp:lm, clapped  her
hands, cying: ‘“Quicks, quick, or wa ahall:he too Tatelt

Fo' Chpistian Jifted ey dgwn ‘and led away tho horse to

8 6hed pehindithe cotlage; (Rut the old women led Osra
in/and took hep to the bedroom, whera Iny. i dread suoh
na tho peasant glrla wom Osm took up‘ tha siirt anda’
looked at 1t oulously,

UMust I, Indead. awear this?', slio: nsl:ac‘l
someawhat tall; moather,!!

. The old woman: Aald: ihat nothing wnul:l BOTVE SI].\"E!.

tha, dregs, and) Qura slghed, ¥et, pe: thero wan no: hielp
for it, ehe uurfuﬂ\d the ‘0ll wothan to lmln ller in: getr
Stlng b Eng o

‘o Lhe door waa shut, and cmlsuun aut sm'lunu I

the sun outside, wall pleased ift the success of I8 auday |
and fl.'nlll'li’ chos cmunn uilpudy iu hlu I

{ rlnlu Ichamm

h lﬂill 1oss dld he d.uul.rt or b

for many df¥4 no man nl”

of oho whom slia:

_he :meered In soma canruaion.

I would myself: aa- j

unless, by o divine!

“And Tam:
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whuu ‘the ‘door of the col.mgu agaln onennd 'and  Osra

came out, blushing, and yet bitting her lips:to keep back
her lnughter
sho ‘wore, I white bodiee; ond) over it a jucket of black
"yvelyet, and a red skirt hung full’from her walst to but a

very ‘tile, below her knee; then ‘came hoge, of red also— ')

for It was a hollday, and Lhe best of all WeTe Wworn—
and stout; ‘square-toed. shoes,  And. Osra'In' her heart

loved all “except tho: shoes, yet she! declared that Aha

loathed !nll,’ ‘excent {he shocs. And Christian, with' eyea
“cayt morsa demurely: on -iLhe gmund‘ prayed herto for-
glye the sad necesslty, yet B‘E!ﬂlﬂ!ﬂ her thut Lotta would
dle of | envy. that very doy,

“Let us go, then,!' sald Osra.
tha sconer swill It bo' done, and ‘I can’ get rid of thess
ridleulous plothes, | Tleaven have mercy on me, and grant
that'l may meet no one who knowa mel'

They !wera mounting the hill .now, the old woman
stunding st the cottnge door:and watching. When ithey

reached the top, Osrn saw. a smallivillige nestling In the

valley below, and the sonnd of musie chught her ear. At
(his'a’ gudden fean seized ler, and, putting out her hand,
ghn caught Christian: by, the slei'.ve, saying: !'Will ‘they

Jnow ome?!

Not they, 'madam,” enld le, But, as hs spoke, his
eyes fell on’ poring that the: princess wore, a gem en-.
grved ‘with | the noyall arms, = “Not! they,'. sajd he, "It
you eoneeal ‘that ring:! and for a moment he laolced In
hon face; and he smiled.

Ourp gave a llttle cry: an nhe Imstily plucked the rins- 7
: fmln her’finger and ‘gave It to i, ‘Euylng:

“ mafe, anti’do mot forgst to glve it nie aguin’ But she
would ot meet W glance, for shea bhegan from noswy to
suspect that he' knew. who/ ghe wam,

The soundiof:muglc cama from:a nolld; ﬁquare-bu!lt
house thnt ‘stood 'on‘ithe ‘outskirte. of' the village, and,
goming near, they saw p long table spread In the shade
near iho/ house, ‘and. a company of men and women:
gopted at It, The pringess wag somewhnt camforted! to
find that the girls' dresses were: In sll respects llke her
own, though' hers seemed. power nnd more hendsome;
thorefora ehe took ‘cournge, and put. her arm inglds
Christian's erm, sayingi 8ince I'haye accepled the part,:
SLowill play it Come, slr, let us go and challenge Tottn,
Youy horse-Is at stako.'!

{Ha'ls in no danger,'! enld Christlan, "and I am worth

n thousand crowns.”. And his eyes mast plainly added the |

raason which' led' him-to these comfortuble concluglons,

Now, at thig'moment, 'Otho, hayIng tossted the com-~
pany, and ‘mecepted) thejr good -wishen, ‘way standing .up
befora them all, Lotto'standing by him, her hand in his
angd he 'vowed (g8 was but right) all manner of love and
devotion to her,‘and declared that ehe’ was the prettiest
givl In the world, " And;" in truth, shpo wes very pretty,
belng, alihough low .of statue, most admirbly formed,
- having golden halr, the p[nkeat of cheeks and Jarge blug
eyes thol followed o maninhout In o’ most appeallng and
distraciing. manner; o that Otho had good roason to be
content, and would have come to no harm had it not been
for that old exiravagance of Jovers whigh will nat nilow,
this world to hold more than one pretiy pzirl-—-the truth
bolng, of/ courke, quito otherwise, - But, led on by this
Intatuatlon, Otha orledi "“Iidara any man to find so
pretty a'glvll - Ad for Magter, Christian, whose wager you
Neard, wl:,v. thig evening bls fina horga shall feed In'my
stablel!

"sorm- friend ' Othn, softly,"! camo to the edrs of tha
fonntors, from heyond the trees, UMistress: Lolta is very
yratty, but-I'have here p girl whom some thfnk hand-
somer, [ Well, s warthy compniy ehall fudge,!! " And
Chrlstlan came from (he) ghelter of the trees, leading
Osra by the hand, and e got har opposite to Lotia, whera/
all pould sea  hers L AndL allilaoked and) beheld her with
amazemont.. Hutnone spoke, Ho)they reated fop a'long
while, . Chrletfen emiling, and Osra's eyea heipg set on
Lotin, while Qtha ald nothing but gaze at.0arm.

‘Presently, a low murmur hegan to run along the tahle
fWho l¢ ghe !t nelcad gomo ona; bub none could anawer
Uho Ja. she?!
answered; “Whatls that o Vou? 18 ‘Blie) not falrer?
And whun other nsked whence sho came, he mide the
gama; anawer. . But ope young  fellow leaned from his
place’ and: plucksd. Chrlstiin'a 'slpeyn - gayingi “1s . sho

~ promiscd/toryou Rl And Bt thleOhristlan ! frowned, ans

aworlg: SAt leagtishe 1§ unt for you,"t while Qara, avels

Lighring, Nuahm nHEnty. | Then  Othe, BHIL saying nothe
Ang, suddenly Jugged out n-gent, purae’of. money, and
Mupg 4t violently  Into ihe middle'of ‘{he table with &

! purse; and Chrlatian. withi a' mocking  lift iof hie hat,’
vama forward, and, taking |t togeed it up and down in.
I8 l mr ‘WA ;ht, mlsnhoq Dthor" ;

m'a l\nnd, ¢

Her halr was plalted in two long plaita;

"For the sooner we go,

HEeeplle !

avlled ancold man to Chrlstlan; but lel

brought.  And they all oy
‘'oame i to stand rolnd. Osrays

llmlll'if nmﬂﬂmmrmmnm I

Jml(mWﬂ‘n-

Otha ﬁid not heed hlm' hut he. turned suddunly tn Lolta.-

.and put' his arm round her waist, saying; Ay, It s true.
Thedevil have sent her; but It 1atrue, [ Yetlyou are
pretty) too) my. tass!! | For Lolta, after looking at all

‘the company and at: Dsm. hidl "been: so gorely wounded L

fn her pride and robhed’ of ‘hed!irfumph 'that, poor.'child,
'ghe’ had hegun to’ weep, - hiditig her!face In her hands;
and Otho was trying' toicomfort’ her, thoughy lover as
he was, he could not for the life’of him!declare that she

Al trom - thelr pIaceu ‘and!
she, a.ttor o ‘moment,

~'was more beautlful than thsi&:lrl whom Chrl-atlan had

‘enught from’ Christign “tha

t Iin I.nsued B0 &xult-
antly, erying’ to.him: 411l bo your, debtor for it;' and.
Lursting through the ring, she:tan round the table’and

came to Lotta,” and, pulling tha girt'a hands | downl from .

her. face, she thrust the bog into’lier hands and began
to talk to' her, whispering low, and looking 1nto her.

frelghtened eyes with her own shining.
ho atil’ loves vou,

AR, my dear,! sald! Osra, !'see,
dear, Ah, why did'I come? And I am golng LWAY; Yes,
now, and L shallnever come here again. I do harm.

Yen, buty you'llpe the prettlest girl in:
tho villaga always, 'Otho, Dthn, Yciss: her, Qtho. Tell her
you loye: her: Otho,  Don't:stand. thers’dumb.  Oh, how,
stupld men arel Don't you see what ghe ‘wanls?  Yes;
do It'ngain.| I never saw unybody do pretiy, Otho. Nes,
wes, dear,’ keep ‘the bag. It's ffom: me; vou must km:p
It,‘and buy. pretity; clothes; and’ o prell.ler thaon - ever,
“for ' Otho's| sake, because:lie -loves ‘you," = And by tho

wharever /I go.

‘timp the Princess .Osra had ended! her consolatlons, bo-
But Lotto |

hold!" she  was very. nearly crying hersgif!
put her arms round the princess' neck apd klssed her

“becayse she sald that: Otho'stilliloved her; and In her

gratitude for this, sho forgat thanks for the bag of
erowns, or even to wonder who.this girl’ was that could
glve away' a thousand crowns. . But In thia the rest of

tha company were not like hm-‘ apd ani eager, murmur

marked ‘tho excltement with which they watched 'the

peene, and  they. crled ‘to Christlan; 'Look after your
prowns!’t and thought him mad! when ha shook hils hend!
Jauntily, fnpswerlng: | (Let Otho dg  what he WL with
“them.' And thelr. Interest. growlng more and mere In--

tensn, they crowded. round the princoss, scanning her

very rclosely, and e was In great fear thot sho would |

b0 known, ‘and alse in. somae embarrassment; from  the
ardent glances and free comments of the simpla country-.

men, " who wera accustomed to:say. what they thought
Cowlith!'moroe  plainness than ware “the gentlemen of: the

court}iso that, ot Jength, falrly alnrmed, she gava Lotta
“plast hasty kisg, and made hcr wny to (,hrlstirm, cry-

ing: !“Tnke:ma away.'t
YAy, madam,’! sald ha; nnd I1c puL her arm In his ‘and

“turned away. But ull the company followed hhm, Hiloring

“oft-plongat/the fenst' which; Otho:had provided,

Ctwenty,
Y- como to twenty had hest now ‘order his coffln.'

ond goesiping ‘and crowding, so thal Totta nnd Otho werd
with
nothing to consela them ' but ona another's love and the
happlly | recoyered, thousand  crowns,  And tha: crowd
pressed hard on Osra and' Christlan, Lelng full of eager-
ness Lo seo where the glrl went and what beewme of her,
Thus' they reached tho top of tha hill and came In slght
of Chriatlan's cottige. But now Christlan suddenly lonsad

Osra's orm, and, turning ‘round, facod the throng of In-. .

aulsitive falk, mnd with elther hand he drew n sllver-
meunted pistol from his belt; and, when he had cog ked
{hem, o' polnted them ut® his friends and nplghbore,
saylng in a qulet and pleagunt volge; I shall count 1o
Any ane who means-to bo 'within mmm when

AL this o great grumbling aroes among Lhem; yelb they,
Jknew Chrlatddn,iand’ dfd not walt till he had counted, but
6o und all turned tall and ran down the hill much qulicker
than they hird come up,  Bubt-onooriwo fellows, resant=
ful and. mnliclous becpusa of  thelr disappointinent, ns
goon ng they found Ahomeelves out of range, turned round
and shouted: Ay, ho s ready with his pistol, |4 Chris-

tnn. We lknosy himy. Highwaymen! when dld you' last
rob?! And Chrlstlnn went red ng the frock. thiat Osta
\wora, ‘But ghe turned quuutlo;\lng eyes on him,

They oy highwnyman. It

W "
Yas,"! sald he, Bullenty:
That i why ‘I sald, madam,

g true, I am: n rohher,

‘that T could not lve wlthout ' my horse!

“Clome,'t snld Ospa, !'let us. go to. the cotlago,t!
Bo. (hay  returned iogether ‘to the wcoltngo, snying
nolhing, And there Osra put on her own clothes agaln,

‘and bade:farewell to, the old woman; who asiced no ques-
Alons ol her, and ‘mounted her'hoyse,

Phen Chrigtlan

sald: A UBhall 1oride with you, mndum?" And ghe:boywed

'her head in' assent;

“Put’ then mhe slghed, saying: ("1 am sorry that 1iwenti
Sl you,

! Boriioat!

Il they enteéred the' forest i.lw prinﬂens dld not apeu!r.

Tor, If you hud lost your horee, maybe you
would hive cewsed frooi your way of llfe. It s better
to, loge & horse than to. ba'hanged,!!
Ualidam,!t sald hie yous npu:u pluliﬂli“}'.
rather: bo hanged than'loss him.t i
SLaminlyour debt s thousind ornwns." suld ahe; and, .
elopping har horse, she wrote far Bim an order for o thons

| annd erowns, and she slgned 1t with o own name, Osra,

wind gave 1t to him, cAnd he'yecelved 11, bowlng very loy,
Y ou knew tna nll tha time?! sha psked,
Syes, madam,’ suld he, And t||sy had now come m

'wlr&la ho hd fhnt mat e,

[MWhy do you lye by ruhbuly\‘" alln usknd-
. UFarithe loya'of Ihe sane lhlng thet made yuu eome
with mo to-day, madam.tt

HHut: eould you not £ind what ynu Iuw In H:a l:lngn

S cdanot llltn anica, mﬂdum," snid (‘hrlulmn, 1

' lova:to heafreet
' 'Bhe paused for @ mement, and’ Lthen sald In i :nwar i

toriet | \'Could you not aumun my sarylon, (slpi!t
n Lhat 1 ahnll Bow nve and ale; mdmn;“nlﬂ ml

Tol I hodd

I priepn botwean the cathedpal and the palaee,

e wm me my u{s."

nnﬁ she relt his oyes upon hm-

. Agnin In silenge they rodo on.
and had grown dark; nnd prescnﬂy the lantern‘in!'the
tower of' the ‘keep of Zenda bccnme vlslble. 'I'hen Oem.
drew rein, :

- MFonimy mke." snid she, "mh o more.!
¥What yout uommrm:! rna.dnm. la my la.w
iz vour. ring.! i i

"Keep tha rlng," ghal said. | 'But when I .can serve
. ¥ou, you'shall send it baok to me, una, adk what you' wlll
ln el for dt.l
Jlltumhere a8 noih‘-ng." 'anld; hu. yery low m;d Inokin
“away from.her, *that'l’ wﬂufd tolte in exchnnge for It

/And Tiers’

‘A foollsh man, or on]y (1 ruollsh specali?shp n=ked na ,'

lighu:- ae she could, with one fleeting glance #t his’ mcn.
YA  foollnh iman, mndnm {t may be but a true speech;!’
And he bent; bareheaded, in his:eaddle, and: ralsed her
hiand to his lUps. ‘And, stll bareheaded, he turned away
andlrode back et n’oanter’Into, the foresti[ But' tho

Princess Osra rode on to the castle, wnnder!ng g'reat}y ati’

what aha had done that -]u.:n !

i wret shecould ‘not he very sorry that she had snve.d

his/ horss: for him, and she’trusted that Otho ond Lotta:
“would: be hoppy; and (=ha thought that ‘ons man’ was,|
afterall, as good flesh and blood ‘aa arother; and then that

she was o princess and he [ % ‘robher, andithat his eves |
‘lind been overbold; yet there was deferenca In-them also.

-7t 1g:a great pity/that ha should be o robhér,!t slghed
thn prlncess as nlie reached’ the 'castle. ; ;

The Princess. Osra's cru'ria ga was withln two miles of
Btrelanu when she put her head oug.of (he window. and
‘amlied: tha offiver, who' rode by | ths wheal why:such 'n
‘throng. of peopla hastened 'to) the ey, )

#1¢7 s -nothing, madani;!! answered: he, ‘saluting, It
{8 only that two  roguea are tp, be hanged to-dayy =

YW hat pleasurs In thare'In aanlnt men hrms:ad?" paked
' Onra, sorrowfully.
“sha'drew har head baoic In Erent dimgunt.’ And she called::
"'Go mlowly, and lat me not get Into the middls of the wild
beasts ‘who go 'to 'gloat aver men helng hanged.!
80 the horses were checked to o walk, and thus the
carriaga procesdad slowly toward Btrelauu. But presantly
the princess put her head out'of’the window again, and
askod;/'Who are to bo hanged to-day, slr?!! ; [

“The noted  highwayman  SIglsmund ‘Kohl, madan, !
snid he. "He robbed the archbishiop's cadeh in ihe forest

af-Zenda; but they pursued him ovep tha: trontler and

trinclked i to tha cottégo/of the other rogue, who had
had & part In many previous robberies, theugh not In
this, " And the spgond fellow hid ¥Xohl anditrled to put off
. Lho offlcers, but: they oauﬁ'ht them! hoth, d both are.
toshe hongoedill |

4Tt aooms hard,! gald Ourn. ‘to hang. the one who only
alieltored his friend, - Fo gowMld. do:not Jess:t

“Noy, mudam, he rlehly desarves it, Bealdes his pre=
viaua robherles, lis'ls' gravely ‘muspected of [k most foul
murder, For n few. weeld nge he wig tn company with
woglrly nnd slie seemed to have money and to spare, and
wig mighty pretty .too, they say,  And now he'can give
no gecount’ of what has become of her; but. they have
found all the elothes which she wore, hidden away in Ny
hiouse; end-he says hig mother bought thesclothes, But
thay are n girl's clothes, not nn old woman's., It holks
hlngk; hut, luckily, ‘the other matter ls sure 'anough to
hang himion,  Fia mother's olothes, In truthl Would an
old woman, who dled’ three weeks ago, hove'hought a
naw red Zrock and smart red atockings for herself?"

Pho  Prinpess Osra lpaned suddenly farther’ forward,
and ahe nslced breathlessly: YA 'red frock? | Rod gtocks
faga?! And the mother'a dead? Dead of what2!t

H0fa ehill; madim,; such pns carries old peoplacprt aud-
denly,  Yes, it locks black, nna so the peopletthink; for
when they were brought Into ths clty, though the rascals

{'chicered Keohl, wha hnd only robbed tho arnblshop, they:
pelted nnd ‘came near to kllling: Chrlstian. Hantn,'

The princess' Moo went pale, and/she “aank: back,
murmurine: oonrlstian Haniz'!  But i another moment
ghe orled! VAt what hour! I8 the hanglng?!!

Hat noon, madamy that 1 a half hoyr from now,!

Then the princeas cried In o loud, urgent tone; !'Fast-
ar, frator]  Drive at top speed!!! and the offlcer lopked
nt her In wander; but she orled: !'A hundred orowns to
tha conchman If he brlngs me to' the plpce Lefore noon,
Guick! aulek!' ¥Far she was all onifireiat the thought
that Qhristlan Hanlz wis to be hanged, net for anynew
robbery, but bacause he' hiid ‘sheltered hls frlend,” ' And
sho knew how the Ted skirt nnd the' red stockings came
Into hig house, and her bresth caught in her throat, and
she thought how ha had sufferad stoning; and execra-
{lon rather than hetray hen seoret, And ghd orled out to
Churgelf as she was horrled plongd UBut 'the l’lng' Why
dld he not gond the ring?"

By now they were nt the gotes of the nlt&'. and now
within® them, “Uhe’oftlder s the two men' who wors
with him ‘rede’ forward to elear the way for the princess.
And thug' they made their way on thl they eameito the
strost which leans from’ Uhe west gute to the cathedral,
und could ‘see thoe glbbet that had besn ralsed bofare the

But hers,
the wholg' street was blocked with people, und the officor
eould not get tha earriage through, for the peaple were
thick' a8 u“urmi;ls beeg all dcrpss the roadwiy, and even.

o1t they would Nave: moved, they aould not; and the pars

rlnge eama Lo: B dAead;gtand, while: the pfficer” sald. to
Pringess | Dara’ "Mnﬂnm. 1t 1s us--lcnu. \\'a uﬂnuut EDL.
through' them.!' !

Qars Bprang from the cafrigge; and she ‘sald: “&ou
have ! two men wilth, you.  For God's sake, genllemen,

pELRg e through to the foot p: me glbbet, I care nat

|

1t was avenlnz now. ]

“I'wish I had not come ta-day;" andy !

fiNor we, madam, though It cokls us Gurs, sltics.
! your ploagtire,” (hey safd, ns every man (n the elty wo
hiave sald for {ha Prilicesa Oatd. “And tha two.men
hhsnd, And Osta followad with tha officer; and. hukh]hi’
and steviig, and dodeging In and out—ay, and, w
need was, hitting and’ buffeting and kioking—th

. téol het through, {nto tha squars ‘of ‘the cnthe:lra AR
tha cloak In the great tower ‘stnicle nosn, i

An tha bell boomed, 4 ery went Up from-the thmriit
gaiire, and tha body of a man shot from tha meatfold
tha Lop of the gibbet and hung thera: ' And tha(peop
eried, some cheering, kofne also: groaning ahid weepl

“yho s 1t? Who s 1£2 orled the'princess.’ ) |

A1t |n Blglsmund Kohl, madam,'’ sald the offleer. &

iPhen on, on, on!? sho orled, and agaln théy! l_
gled forward, | But now a louder and flercer. ory.
out aa a man wis brought forward on the scaffoldjiin
shirt and! hreeches, A priest was it him) holdiy
ariclfix Dbefors his' epes. King Rudolph,iwhd!sat!

. 'dow of his'palace, asked why they delayed: to HEEln
rascal up, and one of hia gentlemen anawarad:’ ‘!8lre
priest beggod o’ fow mimites’ “dolay, ' For| thi!l
rouge will not confess o the murder of thn
therefora’ cannot recelva absblution, and'the” prlau
loath to Have him hanged without e hiAy

“Ha shall be hanged without it, tnlega his eonda
rot quleldy, sald | tho 'klng. | But 'a’ moment later
asited: "Whiat 181 tho tumult In tha corner of' the nm.m a7
Thera is n flght thers, Let it ba seen to.'! y i

And, (ndeed, thora was o tight, for the threa with
| were bent on. gatting through, and the crowd: wouldin
{at them through; and they atruck at the crowd; and:t
arowd at them. | But suddenly soma one, peeringip
guards, exclolmed: "“The princess! the princessl’
then tho/blows ceased,” and 'the crowd: began' slowlyito:
glve back, making way for Osré, and shg walked: butﬁaen{\?
will bf people, yot did not sesm: ta sés or takd lised ot
any.ofi them, but her eyes wore glied to tha mania Ha

! sontfold, '¥or even now/ the priest, who' had/Hel
eruciflx, turned sormvrfully BAWAY, " tmd s{gn

‘' hand to the hangmnn,

‘Agaln tha ! ‘tecple shouted tlercely tor, /Christian‘s;
death; and he, stepping forward,” gave “himselt Into the
axecttioners hund.  Thoss who were nedr him saw: th
there was 'a smila on ‘hisilips, and, a8 th Hangman too
hold of him, He kissed a litile’pucket ‘whichihe ho‘ld
his right/hand. | But the people!shrislced. loudly:
derer] ' Murderer! Wheare: lathe  girl?t! " At this,
beyond endurance, Christian cried, so loudly/that his
rose ‘aboye the clamor: MI-am no murderer; Iidl
! toueh s halr of her hend.! i

Then! where {a ghe? whare I8 sho?! t‘hay shou

\Tigo ot Jmow,'tiEaid he; and he:add:
tane, ‘kissing his/little nacket agnin
| God’in His graclousneas send’ her Joye

v to; e I.XEU.ILIDI‘IET, saylng: UGetlon, s mant B

“looked, us/lt were:forithe lnst ime, lon the| I.vlnl' 85

afi faces round him, and: uudd

'ha (BALW. One, ; f

3 hat Christmn mw, tho klng sa

rom his ehalr with an; oath s.ml A la.ug‘h. 5
This slater of mine ia a, e

UCoine, letius, nes why. ghe willl ‘not

hanged. Run; some one, and thi

up tiN I glva’ the word.'!
“And the king ‘walked ou of 1]

the sqiare, the guard ;pn.rtln: th P

“"Osro, seeing. him’coming, stood:;
‘und smiling, ruthough alie aF

‘[ sorely. || Then the. king;came’ i

‘iing, but Jittlng his eyehrows and: amﬂlng- ‘whims

“but ats laat ha! whispera Im.t! was there m.

[ the forest, Osra?!i iy
Andzhe anewered: ;

gak Chr:silans ‘.F[a.ntz whnt h i the' phack

‘s the Lidhgmen. took! hold of ‘him.!*!
U[g is not only.a rnhhor, b A murﬂere;—

+ he will nnl own At

ha Is' nn murﬁcrer

packet"
Amhen come:
aking her hand;"
sight’ of all ‘the peopla, who? wcndorad-.
| {they alwayg laughed at the ways: rine
i Rholflew straight across to Christia f
knee, with the iropa- round 'hi eclk
paclet,' ehe ‘eried, ‘and.ahe tore
found ther. order  for a thousand ' ecrowns, al
5 nns’mvad with ths royal arma. For on 1nstnnt
at Christlan,/ and then 'she. sa.ld
money: for the m'der. Tet my
Lhnusnnd crownas.! ;
LMo me,! ‘madam, It was! hatl.er han 60,000,
" irBut;’!'alia  broke out cagorly, i !!hﬂl.lld have
‘the ring, ‘I could have eaved yo
it But you ould huve kcpt it
madam.'t:
Ay slr, tho wus the bll.rgu!n.
- 1itto low laugh
AL Rnew It
o yaiwlthout 1t ;
Hanother Ioults! : :
! *iyas;for tha 'manils foollsh, madam.. o
I HAnd they eryito you; Wheretis ithe gh'l'f'
- dp. nbt-answer, butidia;under o foul, charge!
To this Christian’ Hantz, mado 1o, g
I lgsa it were ons-to murmur, motrnfylly;:
thay hove taken form.me the red skirt an
. ITho Princess Osra suddenly. turned fro
to the king, who hod:stood regarding: her, unaishe
" down before him, saylng: 8ire and dear brother,’
this man,: Ho!dld but: ahelter 11I 5 friemi, and he' w!
no, more," : ;
I might fom-iue hi.m h!n rohburlas,
aervios in!imy army.'
“¥es, Inimy reglment ot Gua.rds?' |
_HBut how 'shall’ Liforglye thot foul: murder, of
| hells cortainly guilty? For, where, sister, is the
glrl of whom' no tru.ues con) lm found, s‘(v l‘ hi
her red skirt, and
UBlro, those things—I pray you. ulre,
"'men atand & little baol !
f@tand abck,’ then, xenl.Ieman." gald tls. king.
“These things, slre, were, by strange chance,.
Httle ‘pareal'thati tha poor man klascd. Thoush W)
Clelsged 1B know nokb!! i
The ling: took ' Qsra’s order for o thnumnd oro
and' also- the gem engrayed with the ‘royal’ RrmS, and

And ‘I prefcrred tﬂ dis’

lopked at them. and gt hia slster,

#Thepefore, slve,'’ snld she, ''liaslk pardnn nnd 1ite 1,
the most courteous gentleman in your dominiops| for
prized my ring aboye hisilife; and my gecreti aboye h
honor, | Blre, such'men should llye and notidle.!!

The king turned to his ofticers and gald: | 'Gentl 5o
tha' princess knows that the' girl |8 eliveiand well, ahs 3
has no complaint; aguinat this’ man. ' For helmigl
in_ honor. tell who, or whero she was. = And, ‘for. tho Teat, i
N did but shelter hls friend, and my sister s aurety that
fie wil rob no maore.,  May heillye?"

And when they heard ihis, they all docla.red l.hn.
Chrlstlan ahould lve, and Lthey went Into tha urm\'d an
told tho people  Lhat the mirl wia found, 'And then th
penple; suddenly veored round mjd began toicheer: G]\r!g— :
tlan, ond some orlodi *Who 15 the 'glrl¥' and lausg] |
merrlly, concelying that It! waa o love affalr In whid ]"g‘}
Cchristian hud been enguged; and hecause he: prnrartgq, 5
dlo under an’ Imputation of murder rather than undun ]
hls ! loye's reputation, ha beeame a hers with them) nns!h’
when they heard lie wns not to dle, they dlsporsed;iniih gl

utmost gopd temper, cheering him’ and the ki
abaye nll, the Princess Osra, whom' they loyed,
But sho went agaln to Christlan, andibade the ANg=
mun teke the rope off hils neclk,
LWL you serva e in my regiment of Gunrds.,
ghe nsked, Vor 18 service stlll Irksama 1a) you i
SIowill serve you, maedam;!! gaid Christion
vAnd sinpe you wlil need equlpment,” got munq
this erder,” and/she gaye him again tho ordei,
Wl must needs obey you, madam,’ though' relustan
UTE feswell, st T rust you il derve: faltheully, i
nid you farewell, slry and she bowed slightly and turne
s 0t o Jenve him, Andihe:sald nothing, butatood:] 09
Ing nt her, g0 that presently’ehe blushed and eald )
will let vou have: thoss—thoee things, now, &ln! {
And. Chylatian: howed | \’ﬂi’}' luw. ll‘-ld. l'ﬂl&l:l' m|
ugaln, still lopked at her, ;
UNoy, (T ohnnot o that 't safd Princoss OATe |
you will seo [t 310% 3r||:l then, and, now and then,ima:
you ean tough 16! Anad she putithe ring on! he
wnd held out e hand to hinl,  And he knelt’ond
the' ring. and/then her hand, but e ‘)aoked tues
And the pringess lpughed openiy st him, herloyes da
I in: delight’ mnd amusemant. © But he stll loglted
glum, and when eho. turned: awsy he  lookpd mgre
tliough e were galng (o bo hanged than ha hna nny.
“In tha duy heforg; ao that the King polnt] |
lo ORrpd MAD ungrateful dog| por tny gol
tholgh he syera sorpy not ito) In lmu
\ thit courtesy !
But the princess lauxhed loﬂl&',\ and_rubm the
on her finger, f§ Sha answers A 1 y
lhi bert w vourtﬁiﬁ" !




